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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
BETWEEN:

RAYMOND MICHAEL ROGER SASSEVILLE, JOAN MAzuE HANSEN
ANd STURGIS NORTH E,NTERTAINMENT INC.
PLAINTIFFS
AND:
RENEE CHARBONNEAU also known as BELT DRIVE BETTY,
STE,VE HAMMER, BERNIE AUBIN, DARRELL TROUTON,
VINCENT LEWIS, THE CITY OF SICAMOUS
ANd SICAMOUS AND DISTzuCT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
DEFENDANTS
RESPONSE TO

Filed

by:

CIVL CLAIM

RENEE CHARBONNEAU also known as BELT DRIVE BETTY
(the "Defendant Charbonneau")

Part I:RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF CIVIL CLAIM FACTS
Division L-Defendant's Response to Facts

l.

The facts alleged in paragraphs 1-3, 5, 10 and 40 of Part 1 of the notice of civil
claim are admitted.

2.

The facts alleged in paragraphs 41-51 of Part 1 of the notice of civil claim are
denied.

3.

The facts alleged in paragraphs 4,6-9,11-39, 52-1I of Part I of the notice of civil
claim are outside of the knowledge of the Defendant Charbonneau.
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Division Z-TheDefendant Charbonneau's Version of Facts
1.

The Defendant Charbonneau is a journalist who publishes a newsletter known as
Busted Knuckle Chronicles and operates a website known as beltdrivebetty.com.
The content and focus of Busted Knuckle Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com are
directed at Cu"ndian motorcycle enthusiasts.

2.

As a journalist the Defendant Charbonneau investigates, repotls and publishes
articles on issues of interest to the readership of Busted Knuckle Chronicles and
beltdrivebetty.com. She also republishes information which she gathers from
other reputable sources. In addition, beltdrivebetty.com accommodates a
comments section in which users are able to comment on matters of interest to
them, such comments being displayed on beltdrivebetty.com.

a

The Defendant Charbonneau first became aware of the Plaintiffs Raymond
Michael Roger Sasseville ("Sasseville") and Joan Marie Hansen ("Hansen") in
fall, 2010 with respect to their efforts to organize a motorcycle rally and music
festival for Salmon Arm, British Columbia to be known as "Sturgis North".
There are several companies controlled by one or both of Sasseville and Hansen
which have or have had the name "sturgis North" so the Defendant Charbonneau
is unaware if the Plaintiff Sturgis North Entertainment Inc. ("SNEI") had
anything to do with this motorcycle rally and music festival or not.

4.

In due course Sasseville and Hansen did organize a motorcycle rally and music
festival in Salmon Arm ("Sturgis North-Salmon Arm") which took place July 1317 ,2011. Sturgis North-salmon Arm was an event of interest to the readership
of Busted Kluckle Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com and the Defendant
Charbonneau investigated and reported on Sturgis North-Salmon Arm before,
during and after it concluded. At all material times prior to the summer of 2012
the Defendant Charbonneau formed a favourable opinion of Sasseville, Hansen
and Sturgis North-Salmon Arm.

5.

In due course Sasseville and Hansen organized a motorcycle rally and music
festival in Spallumcheen ("Sturgis North-Spallumcheen") which occurred July
18-22,2012. The Defendant Charbonneau is unaware if the Plaintiff SNEI had
anything to do with this motorcycle rally and music festival or not. Sturgis
North-Spallumcheen was an event of interest to the readership of Busted Knuckle
Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com and the Defendant Charbonneau investigated
and reported on Sturgis North-Spallumcheen before, during and after it
concluded. At all material times during and after Sturgis North-Spallumcheen
the Defendant Charbonneau formed an unfavourable opinion of Sturgis
North-Spallumcheen, Sasseville and Hansen. The Defendant Charbonneau then
also formed an unfavourable opinion of Sturgis North-Salmon Arm.

J.

a

J

6.

In due course Sasseville and Hansen attempted to organize a motorcycle rally and
music festival in Neskonlith ("Sturgis North-Neskonlith") which was to occur
August 22 - 25, 2013. The Defendant Charbonneau is unaware if the Plaintiff
SNEI had anything to do with this motorcycle rally and music festival or not.
Sturgis North-Neskonlith was an event of interest to the readership of Busted
Knuckle Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com and the Defendant Charbonneau
investigated and reported on Sturgis North-Neskonlith. Sasseville and Hansen
cancelled Sturgis North-Neskonlith before it took place.

l.

In due course Sasseville and Hansen attempted to organize a motorcycle rally and
music festival in Menitt ("Sturgis North-Merritt") which was to occur August 22
- 25,2013. The Defendant Charbonneau is unaware if the Plaintiff SNEI had
anything to do with this motorcycle rally and music festival oI not. Sturgis
North-Merritt was an event of interest to the readership of Busted Knuckle
Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com and the Defendant Charbonneau investigated
and repofied on Sturgis North-Merritt. Sasseville and Hansen cancelled Sturgis
North-Merritt before it occurred.

8.

The Defendant Charbonneau has an unfavourable opinion of Sasseville, Hansen,
Sturgis Norlh-salmon Arm, Sturgis North-Spallumcheen, Sturgis
North-Neskonlith and Sturgis North-Menitt. From time to time the Defendant
Charbonneau has expressed this unfavourable opinion in Busted Knuckle
Chronicles and beltdrivebetty.com.

With respect to paragraph 41(a) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 11,
2013. The statement is a true expression of her intention. The statement is not
libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair comment.
10.

With respect to paragraph a 1@) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 11,
2013. The statement is a true expression of her intention. The statement is not
libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair comment.

11.

With
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With respect to paragraph al(d) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 25,
2012, except the statement was "miles of debt", not "miles of dead" as alleged.
The statement is a true expression of her belief and intention. The statement is
not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair
comment. The statement is justified.

to paragraph 41(c) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 11,
2013. The statement is a true expression of her intention. The statement is not
libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair comment.
respe ct
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13.

With respect to paragraph 41(e) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about
September 1I,2012. The statement is a true expression of her belief and
intention. The statement is not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs.
The statement is fair comment. The statement is justified.

14,

With respect to paragraph a l(f of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau denies publishing the statement as alleged or at all. Alternatively
the statement is a true expression of her belief and intention. The statement is not
libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair comment.
The statement is justified.

15.

With respect to paragraph 41(g) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau denies publishing the statement as alleged or at all. The Defendant
Charbonneau did publish a statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about
September 11,2012 to the effect "I have uncovered millions in fraud cases." This
statement is a true expression of her belief and intention. The statement is not
libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair comment.
The statement is justified.
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With respect to paragraph 41(h) of the Notice of Civil Claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau denies publishing the statement as alleged or at all. The Defendant
Charbonneau did publish a statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 11,
2013 to the effect "I witnessed hundreds of people being scammed and hurt."
This statement is a true expression of her belief and intention. The statement is
not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is fair
comment. The statement is justified.

17.

with

respect to paragraph 41(i) of the Notice of civil claim, the Defendant
Charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about July 11,
2013 . The statement is a true expression of her belief and intention. The
statement is not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs. The statement is
fair comment. The statement is justified.

18.

with

respect to paragraph a 1fi) of the Notice of civil claim, the Defendant
charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about
September 1r,2012. The statement is a true expression of her belief and
intention. The statement is not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs.
The statement is fair comment. The statement is justified.

t9.

with

respect to paragraph 41(k) of the Notice of civil claim, the Defendant
charbonneau did publish the statement in beltdrivebetty.com on or about
September 11,2012. The statement is a true expression of her belief and
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intention. The statement is not libelous or defamatory to any of the Plaintiffs.
The statement is fair comment. The statement is justified.

20.

With respect to paragraph 42 of the Notice of Civil Claim, this statement was not
made by the Defendant Charbonneau but instead was made by an anonymous
commenter on July II,2013, which comment was published on
beltdrivebetty.com. The reasonable inference is that the commenter did not
believe that anyone had been scammed or defrauded by the Plaintiffs or anyone at
all.

2L

The Defendant Charbonneau denies that any of her statements were libelous,
defamatory, malicious, high-handed or outrageous.

22.

With respect to paragraph 48 of the Notice of Civil Claim the Defendant
Charbonneau denies that any of her alleged statements carry the additional sting
as alleged, or at all. In any event, the Defendant Charbonneau reasonably and
honestly believes that Sasseville and Hansen are untrustworthy, incompetent and
underhanded. The Defendant Charbonneau is unaware to what extent SNEI is or
has done anything at all.
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.

With respect to paragraphs 49-51 of the Notice of Civil Claim the Defendant
Charbonneau denies these allegations and puts the Plaintiffs to the strict proof
thereof.

Division 3-Additional Facts

l.

Nil

Part 2:RESPONSE TO RELIEF SOUGHT

1.

The Defendant Charbonneau consents to the granting of none of the relief sought
in Part 2 of the notice of civil claim.

2.

The Defendant Charbonneau opposes the granting of the relief sought
paragraphs of Part 2 of the notice of civil claim.

in all
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Part 3:LEGAL BASIS

1.

The Defendant Charbonneau has not published any defamatory or libelous
statements. If she did, any such comments were justified and fair comment. The
Plaintiffs have not suffered any damages.

Defendant Charbonneau's address for service:
c/o Rodney A. Chorneyko, Barrister & Solicitor
#102,951 - 5th Avenue SW, Salmon Arm, BC V1E 2R9
Fax number address for service: (250) 832-1525

E-mail address for service: racllb@shaw.ca

Al,

Dated: January 10, 2014.

Signature of I
Charbonneau
Rodney A. C

for Defendant
ko

Rule 7-1(1) of the Supreme Court Civil Rules states:

(1) Unless all parties of record consent or the court otherwise orders, each
parly of record to an action must, within 35 days after the end of the pleading period,
(a)

prepare a list of documents in Form 22 that lists

(i)

all documents that are or have been in the party's
possession or control and that could, if available, be used
by any party at trial to prove or disprove a material fact,
and

(ii)
(b)

all other documents to which the party intends to refer at
trial, and

serve the list on all parties of record.
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